CHAPTER III

THE PRISONER OF HAM
(1840-1848)

State prisoner at Ham-foundations of permanent ill health -
literary work and propaganda - escape - London again-
fall of Louis Philippe - elected Member of th'e Assembly -
takes his seat-elected President of the Republic by over-
whelming popular vote.

IN after years, Louis Napoleon was wont to refer
smilingly to the " University of Ham," saying that
it was there that he had graduated with honours.
There was much truth in this jesting statement,
for the years spent there in study and research
transformed him into one of the best-informed
men of his time; the enforced and narrow
confinement taught him fortitude and patience,
and the propaganda which he issued thence, and
the skilful use he made of his position, won for his
cause numerous adherents and enhanced his
reputation. At Ham, his never-waning faith in his
destiny stood him in good stead. His whole career
is, indeed, a remarkable example of the power of
faith. Only when faith at last deserted him did his
fortunes begin to decline.

The chateau of Ham, since destroyed by the
Germans during the Great War, was an obsolete
fortress, some seventy miles from Paris in the
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